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PHONICS TIPS TO HELP YOU READ
Read all About It.................................

Syllables, Vowel Sounds, Consonants,

Blends, Digraphs, Diphthongs
1.Syllables:     How many syllables?

Syllables are useful for acceleration.  Students read a few letters at a time and begin to acquire an understanding of the patterns of  words, such as prefixes and suffixes and of letters that are silent.    Working with  syllables gives students self- confidence.    If you don't know some of the words, look them up[in the dictionary

2. Vowel sounds  

Vowel sounds are made with the letters A   E   I   O   U  



The letter Y has the vowel sounds of A and I   =  ai, as in the word WHY.

                                    or it can have the sounds of E and U...=    eu, as in the wordYOU

Vowels can have long vowels sounds , as in the words rake, bake, bike, hike, bee,  be, team, beam


Vowels can also have short sounds like big, pig, pop, ten, pen

3.Vowel Digraphs
A vowel digraph is made up of two vowels added together.  Together, they


make one sound.  Here are some examples.


oo = book, took, cookie                         oo= moon, soon      (hear the difference?)


oa = coat, boat


        

ea = short vowel sound as in breath, spread, sweater      or

                     long  vowel sound as in bean, steak, steam  

Diphthongs  These are vowel sounds added together to make a different vowel sound       ow, wow, bow, ow 

au = auto, autumn, sauce, aunt

aw = draw, saw crawl


ou = house, mouse, couch


ow = bow,  throw           or as in  town, cow


oi   =  foil,toil

   

oy  =  (same sound as oi)  boy, toy, 


ew  =  few, threw, blew
   
4.  Consonant blends
A consonant blend consists of two or more consonants added together to make a blended sound where both letters are heard.


br = break, brick, brown

  bl = blink, blank, blob

cl = clam, clap, clay


  fl = fly, flag, flip
cr = cry, cried, crow, crawl                  dr = drip, dry, dream.
fr= freeze, fry, frog 


  gr = grow, grin, grip

pr = pray, prince, press

  st =   stop, string, strin


sk =  sky, ski, skate


  tr = try, tree, trip


Blends can come at the end of words, too.l


nd = and, band


sp= wasp, grasp


sk= task, mask



st:= fast, blast


ng= crying, king


nt= bent, tent

Sometimes there are three letters in a consonant blend


scr = scram, scream


spr= spring, spray, sprawl

str = string, straw


ing = wing, sting
5. Consonant Digraphs    ch, ch, ch, ch, ch
A consonant digraph is made up of two consonants that together make up one sound


ch = church, chicken                    
ck = pick, stick


sh = ship, fish



wh = why, what, when


th = this, that, tooth


ph = phone, photo


gh = rough, tough, cough   or it is silent   right, might, tight


gn, kn  when one letter is silent = sign, knee, knock


mb = lamp, thumb, numb  (silent b)

wr  = silent w  = wrist, wrong
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