


Setting the Stage for Success: Keep Students Informed.
1. Tell them how their brain acquires knowledge and how it stores it.

2. Teach them about the different kinds of intelligence and how they can utilize their own intelligence to learn faster.

3. Talk about learning styles.  Try to make them determine their own strengths and how to utilize them.

4. Teach them about the importance of homework and of reading assignments.

5. Tell them their parents and you will help.

6. Teach them strategies to learn what they need to understand homework and new concepts.

HELP THEM SUCCEED 
Success breeds motivation and leads to greater 
success

Acquiring Knowledege
Reading Speeds

Note-taking


Storage Strategies

Students need to know that they should not read each selection at the same speed.  They should read at the speed that is best for the assignment.

If they are reading just for the interest value of a story, or for the plot or characters, they can speed up their reading rate.

If they are reading to understand the material in depth, then they need to slow down.

They need to note important concepts and ideas.  They need to take notes, either orally or in written form.  They take notes to insure their retention of the material and to have material ready to study before a test.
Teachers can help prepare students to understand this through visual/audio aids on adjusting reading speed and then giving them an in-class reading assignment that requires note-taking.

Teachers also need to teach students how to use jingles and mnemonics and other sterategies to remember material.

Setting up The Learning Environment

Most students today would like a phone, a radio, a television, a computer, and an ipod in their room.  While these tools may seem essential to them, they should note higher  priorities first.

1. They need implements such as  dictionary, a thesaurus, pens, pencils, sharpeners, note-cards, notebooks, lined notebook paper, folders, rulers and a stapler.

2. They need a good, comfortable desk, a note pad and calendar for due dates.

3. They need proper lighting for their specific requirements.  Some students cannot study in a room with too much light.  They may be scotopic sensitive; others require more light.  Have them determine how they see best.

4. They need a room that is neither too hot nor too cold (but cooler is best).
TEACHERS
HAVE 

MUCH

INFLUENCE

Take time to teach students 

how to learn,
how to take charge  of their
own learning


and 
how to become

INDEPENDENT

      LEARNERS........

5. They need to be free of distractions, away fromTV or from music that is too distracting and that lessens focus on their task.

6. They might need a brightly colored pad on their desk (red is good) to keep their attention focused on their homework.

7. A bulletin board for reminders of work due, project completion, and study notes  is a good idea.

You can find an explanation of strategies in my books:

Custureri, Mary.  Help Yourself Learn in Ten Easy 

Steps. Highpoint Publishing Co:Dripping Springs, Texas, 2008.

Custureri, Mary.  The Happy Anderson  series of 

children's books for K through 3rd grade.....

Highpoint PublishingCo.: Dripping Springs, Texas, 2005.

Custureri, Mary with Maureen Goldstein and Ann 

Frearson.  Strategies:  Helping All Students Succeed.  Washington, D.C.:  NCEA, 2003.

Custureri, Mary.  Read a Book:  A Wholistic Technique...

Published dissertation at Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, Florida, 1989.
           HOMEWORK SUCCESS





Homework Facts


Notes of Interest





Homework helps students with long-term memory and provides a basis for further learning.





Remind your students that when they hear or see something for the first time, they will forget about 75% in 24 hours.  The more they work with the concept, the more they will remember.





Assigning homework is not enough.  Many students fail because they do not have strategies to help them succeed with their personal  learning style.  Teach them why homework is essential.  Teach them how to organize homework, how and why they should take notes while reading, and the strategies they can use to get the most out of their homework assignments. 



































INFORMING PARENTS





Keeping parents informed is essential.  


Some parents are not aware of the kind of 


homework their children are doing and the 


reasons you have assigned the homework and


 projects.  Visitation day is a good time to 


discuss this.  





You might want to give them handouts 


informing  them about your objectives and how


 they can be met.  Give them hints on how they 


can help at home  to ensure their children become independent learners.





		Helpful Handouts





How to help their children prepare better homework and learn faster





How to take notes when preparing for a test





How to learn by using their own specific learning style 


 


How and why to take notes for reading assignments





How to take notes while preparing for a test





How to paraphrase





How to use imagery to remember what they read





How to proofread what they have written





How to schedule their homework time


How to prepare for projects





Where they can find helpful books





How they can check their child's homework





Encourage parents to have books around and to read to their children and to listen while their children read.   Encourage them to have "brain food" available while their child studies. Junk foods slow down thinking after the sugar boost.















































Help by making parents your partners in helping the student.  Encourage them to visit.























Teach students learning strategies to understand material.  





First things first:


Vocabulary		Paraphrasing


Imagery		Math concepts





Sometimes students fail to do homework because they do not understand what is required.  They might not have the prior knowledge to understand the concept, or they might be deficient in reading skills, imagery, storage skills or test-preparation skills.





Vocabulary:  Since most of our language is derived from Greek and Latin roots,  teaching them prefixes and suffixes to enhance their independent learning of new words is a good idea.  It will accelerate their understanding.  Then, teach them also how to understand words in context and how to look up words they do not know.





Paraphrasing:  Have students read a limited part of a selection and then write the information in their own words.  This active involvement improves comprehension by forcing the student's attention on important information in a passage.





Imagery: When students read, they should be able to visualize the scene that is taking place.  This helps them recall the information later.  This is useful for all content areas. 





Math concepts:  Students need to memorize basic facts.  They should learn shortcuts to memorizing  multiplication tables.  They need to learn and visualize concepts as they work before they attempt upper level work.


	





Scheduling Tasks and Managing Time





Students need to know that their biological clock is different from that of others, and they need to work during the time their mind is most focused.  However, they also need to rest.  Therefore, they need to schedule their homework time, play time, interest time and rest time properly.





Spend some time getting them to make a schedule for themselves.  Have their parents sign a form of commitment to homework.  Let the parents know what they can do to check if  their child is doing the homework:  where to look, when, what to ask, when to see the teacher...





Give students a calendar of work due.  Go over it in class, especially before a project, with due dates for specific parts of the project.  





If you have a website, make sure the students, as well as their parents, have access to due dates and requirements. 








