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What is paraphrasing?

It is a rewriting or rewording of clauses, sentences, phrases or paragraphs, or any part of a text, in different words and syntax from the original. 

The thoughts are equal in meaning to the original text, but with different words and patterns. 

par (equal) a 
phrase = par a phrase: a phrase equal to the original, but written in other words and in a different format. 

The meaning remains the same.

When and why should one paraphrase? 

Reading 

To understand unfamiliar words

To increase comprehension of text

Passages make more sense in your own words

Your own words help you to memorize and remember the content better

Composition: 

To avoid too many quotes

To summarize when you do not use quotes 

To combine paraphrasing 

with a quotation as well. 

Important to remember: Cite anything that is not common knowledge. 


Avoid too many quotations 

What should you do before paraphrasing?

Read carefully

Try to understand what the passage means.

Do not look again at the original.

Using your own words, write down what the meaning of the 



passage.

Change sentence structure from the original.

Do not use the same words or synonyms 

The paraphrase must be different from the original 

Any words you could not change should be in quotes

After paraphrasing

Check to see that 




you have not plagiarized 




and that you acknowledge the author. 

Check your source for the bibliographic information you will need to include in citations.

PARAPHRASING EXERCISES

Example 1: Thomas Jefferson 

ORIGINAL: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Paraphrase 1

We believe and affirm that what we say here is true, and we need no other revelations about this. Each person is equal to everyone else from the moment a person comes into this world. God gave each person certain rights, and no one can take them away. These rights encompass the right to live, the right to be free and the right to look for happiness. 

Paraphrase 2

God made each person equal to every other person, and this equality begins at birth. We believe and declare that we do not need any other proof than this. Therefore, each person has the same right to life, the right to be free, and the right to seek his or her own happiness.

ANALYSIS OF JEFFERSON PARAPHRASES 

Sentence 1 original: We hold these truths to be self-evident

Paraphrase 1: We believe and affirm that what we say here is true, and 

we need no other revelations about this

Paraphrase 2: We believe and declare that we do not need any other 
proof than this

Clause 2 original: that all men are created equal

Paraphrase 1 Each person is equal to everyone else from the moment a 
person comes into this world. 

Paraphrase 2: God made each person equal to every other person, and 
this equality begins at birth. 

Clause 3 original::.that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.

Paraphrase 1:God gave each person certain rights, and no one can take 
them away. These rights encompass the right to live, the right to be free 
and the right to look for happiness. 

Paraphrase 2: Therefore, each person has the same right to life, the right 
to be free, and the right to seek his or her own happiness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try Your Own Paraphrase

About Genius, talent and intelligence:

Thomas Edison: Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.

William James The Principles of Psychology: Genius… means little more than the faculty of perceiving in an unhabitual way.

Jonathan Swift in Thoughts on Various Subjects: When a true genius appears in the world, you may know him by this sign, that the dunces are all in confederacy against him.

Quotes on genius 

James Russell Lowell, Literary Essays: Talent is that which is in a man’s power; genius is that in whose power a man is.

Laurence Stern, Tristram Shandy: The desire of knowledge, like the thirst of riches, increases ever with the acquisition of it.

About Ideas

Ellen Glasgow, speech 1936: 

“No idea is so antiquated that it was not once modern. No idea is so modern that it will not someday be antiquated.

Gerald Brenanf, Thoughts in a Dry Season: Intellectuals are people who believe that ideas are of more importance than values. That is to say, their own ideas and other people’s values.

About Idleness

Jerome K. Jerome, The Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow: It is impossible to enjoy idling thoroughly unless one has plenty of work to do.

Sam Johnson, The Idler: Every man is, or hopes to be, an idler.

Agatha Christie, An Autobiography: I don’t think necessity is the mother of invention – invention, in my opinion, arises directly from idleness, possibly also from laziness…. to save oneself trouble.

LAWS AND JUSTICE

John W. Gardner, in San Francisco Examiner and Chronicle: All laws are an attempt to domesticate the natural ferocity of the species.

John Selden, in Table Talk:: Ignorance of the law excuses no man; not that all men know the law, but because ‘tis an excuse every man will plead, and no man can tell how to confute him.

Solon, quoted in Diogenes Laertius in Lives of the Philosophers:

Laws are like spiders’ webs: if some light or powerless thing falls into them, it is caught, but a bigger one can break through and get away.

Other paraphrases to try

Beginning of Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism: 
A little learning is a dangerous thing.

Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring:

There, shallow Draughts intoxicate the Brain,

And drinking largely sobers us again.

John Donne’s Devotions upon Emergent Occasions

No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, 
a part of the man. 

If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less…

Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind.

And therefore, never send to know for whom the bell tolls.

It tolls for thee.

From Thomas Mann 
The Magic Mountain

Speech is civilization itself. The word, even the most contradictious word, preserves contact. It is silence which isolates.




From Ecclesiastes 9:11, Bible

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, not yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.

